Catholic Parish of Lindfield-Killara
(PDiocese of (PBroken Pay

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 12 -7 - 20

This week: Is 55:10-11; Rom 8:18-25; Mt 13:1-23
Next week: Wis 12:13, 16-19; Rom 8:26-27; Mt 15:24-43

“You will Iisten, but not understand, you will see, but not perceive.”

Today’s parable of the sowing of the seeds is a challenge to us to really reassess how open
we are to hear what God is saying to us, to see what God is putting before us.

And the point of the parable of course is to be open to what God puts before us: not what
we would /ike God to put before us. And the key is to ask Aow it is that we need to listen to
what God is saying, and to see what God is putting before us.

The answer fo that has fo be by looking around us at the people and events in our lives, fo
read in them what God is calling us fo do.

And so, in the end, today’s Scriptures are asking us to be open to the unexpected ways that
God comes to us, calls to us, speaks to us; open to the unexpected, unwanted people in
whom God is calling out for our attention.

The question is whether we will listen and perceive, and meet God and live in God, in all
those people and events, and even those places within ourselves where we may not want to
look and where we may not want to listen.

Fr Colin
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SUNDAY 19 JULY, 7PM

MEET IN
LINDFIELD
CHURCH CAR
PARK

For more info contact us on: youth@lindfieldkillara.org.au

ENROLMENTS FOR 202 1AT HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PARISH SCHOOL are open. To learn more about our
wonderful learning community visit our school website (www.hfldbb.catholic.edu.au) or Facebook page and register for
one of our Virtual Open Day Sessions or contact the School Office, 9416 7200, for more information or to book a
private school tour.

Zoom Information Sessions

FOR 2021 ENROLMENTS

THURSDAY 30 JULY 2020
9:15am - 10.30am OR 6.00pm - 7.00pm

Click here to register
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Sunday Mass!

Killara church (Celebrant: Fr Thomas)
4:00pm Vigil

5:30pm Vigil

9:00am

10:30am

Lindfield church (Celebrant: Fr Colin)
6:00pm Vigil

8:30am

10:15am

11:30am

12 noon Chinese Mass (2nd & 4th Sundays)

Sunday evening Mass: due to very low attendance at the 5:30pm Sunday evening Mass at Killara
we will revert to having just one Sunday evening Mass—at 6:00pm. However we will alternate
the venue between Killara and Lindfield churches. This won’t be hard to remember since when
you book online it tells you the venue for each Mass you book for. The Sunday 6pm Mass this
weekend 12th July will be at Killara and next weekend 19th July it will be at Lindfield.

BOOKING

The current public health restrictions require us to keep
numbers to the limit imposed by the four square metre per
person rule (50 people for Killara church and 45 for
Lindfield.

So it’s necessary to make a booking to attend Mass each
week — however this is very simple, taking only a few
seconds. You can book up to 1 hour before each Mass.
Either go to the special hotlink box on the homepage of
our parish website (www .lindfieldkillara.org.au) or click
on this link: https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/lindfield-
killara/mass-and-prayer-times/the-return-of-sunday-and
~weekday-mass-with-50-~people

Or call the Parish Office and we’ll book for you.

You can book to come every week—ithere's no restriction
at all on how often you can book to come to Mass.

“COLLECTIONS”

For health and safety we won’t pass round the
collection bowls — however there will be two boxes
clearly labelled FIRST COLLECTION AND SECOND
COLLECTION in a prominent position in the centre
of each church. We hope that after the long period
of church closure you can resume your weekly
giving. There are also Tap and Go machines in
Lindfield church (and soon at Killara also) and the
homepage of our website gives details about online

giving.

Of course, if you — or anyone at home in your
household — has even the mildest sign of a cold or
other respiratory infection
PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND MASS.

As of last week, as you would have read, we were nearly $25,000 behind on our Second
Collection income. And at present we have no Coordinator of our Catechist ministry in
the State Schools and it’s unlikely that in the foreseeable future we will have the financial

For those who have health concerns - we have two special options for you :
. We have a Mass at 12 noon on Tuesday at our Killara church for 10 people only — so there is not a

large number of people present and everyone can sit widely apart.

. In addition, at each Mass we can accommodate either one person or one couple who need a greater
physical distancing in the choir loft at Lindfield for Sunday or weekday Mass. There will be nobody
else in the choir loft with you. Please contact the Parish Office to book a spot in the choir loft.

R Ave you passionate about the Gospel?
\ ﬁoou‘“"‘"l Do you want to ensure that the precious gift of our faith is shared with the neact
“\/ generation]

resources to employ one.

However all need not be lost. If we could form a team of two or three volunteers to share
in that coordinating role we can continue to offer this vital ministry to nourish and guide
the faith of young people. But without a Coordinating team we simply can’t continue to
send catechists into the schools. We’re okay for Term 3 as the diocese is assisting us but

after that it’s up to us.
To be a member of the Coordinating Team :
you don’t need to be a Catechist and o into the schools—we will have a link catechist for each school to act as

L

WE NEED YOU !

a liaison with the school.

the role is to coordinate the roster to ensure classes are covered, assist catechists with their diocesan registration
and State registration, advertise for new catechists when the need arises, ensure the Catechists have their

resources, efc.

Sue-Anne Sherwood has built this ministry up in our parish to be a leader in its field in the

diocese. We need to continue the great work Sue-Anne did and ensure our Catechist ministry can continue.
If you would be willing to be part of a team of two or three people to coordinate this ministry in our parish please

contact me (9416 7195; colin@lindfieldkillara.org.au) as soon as possible.

Fr Colin



http://www.lindfieldkillara.org.au
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/lindfield-killara/mass-and-prayer-times/the-return-of-sunday-and-weekday-mass-with-50-people
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/lindfield-killara/mass-and-prayer-times/the-return-of-sunday-and-weekday-mass-with-50-people
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/lindfield-killara/mass-and-prayer-times/the-return-of-sunday-and-weekday-mass-with-50-people

A LITTLE NOTE ABOUT 3
THE CHANGES TO RESTRICTIONS WHICH WERE
INTRODUCED ON 1ST JULY

As you’re no doubt aware, from 1Ist July the NSW
Government increased the numbers who can attend
church and funerals. However the caveat is that the 0
requirement that there must be four square metres of
space per person must still be observed.

Unfortunately this means there will be no increase to
the permissible numbers for our two churches as the
4m?2requirement means that our Killara church will
still be limited to 50 people and our Lindfield church ¢
will still be limited to 45 people—both for Masses in

general and for funerals. 0

PARISH BOOK CLUB 0
Meets ONLINE on the last Wednesday of the month:
Next meeting: Wed. 29th July  10:00-11:30am
Book: The Spare Room by Helen Garner
Want to take part? Please contact Catherine Willis
(catherinecwillis@gmail.com) or Elizabeth Reedy
(elizabethreedy@msn.com)

DON’T FORGET THE ONLINE WAYS TO SHARE IN PARISH
LIFE....

Christian Meditation Group at 8am on Wednesdays

Daytime Scripture Study Group with Fr Colin on 1st and
3rd Wednesdays at 11am

Evening Scripture Study Group with Fr Colin on 2nd and
4th Wednesdays at 7:30pm.

Catholicism—a vibrant audio visual exploration of our
faith on 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7:30pm.

Parish Book Club on the last Wednesday of the month at
10am

Fusion Youth every couple of weeks on a Sunday night
Young Adults every couple of weeks on a Sunday night.

If you’d like to join in any of these online activities just contact
Fr Colin or the Parish Office. And if you’re not used to using

Zoom just contact Fr Colin (94167195;

colin@lindfieldkillara.org.au) and he’ll be happy to help you.

PLEASE IGNORE

the earlier instruction regarding booking to attend Mass where it was stated that you
could only book once until everyone had had a turn. Now that we have increased numbers permitted at Mass you
are welcome to book as often as you would like—daily for weekday Mass, and every week for Sunday Mass.

THE PARISH OFFICE is continuing to operate (Tues.—Fri.),
though only one staff member is there at a time—the rest of
the staff are working from home. For public health it’s not
possible to visit the office so please make contact by phone or
email and the staff will assist you.

NEW SETS OF WEEKLY ENVELOPES for the new Financial
Year are available at the rear of both our churches. Please
collect your set.  If they are not at the back of the church you
attend this weekend they may be at our other church—just call
Philita and we’ll make sure they’re where you want them to be
next weekend.

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION Unfortunately
with the time lost this year due to the lockdown, and the on-
going limitations imposed by the coronavirus, we will not be
able to have the celebration of Confirmation this year in our
diocese. In due course Bishop Anthony will let us know the
arrangements for 2021.

QUR PARISH LIFE ONLINE

Please keep visiting the special part of our parish website
(www lindfieldkillara.org.au) where we keep expanding the
resources for you online: Mass in our parish, helps for prayer,
home Sunday liturgies, helps for leading the kids through a
Sunday reflection and much
much more. All  accessible
through the hotlink box ‘Parish
Life in the Current Situation’ on
the homepage of the website:

CLICK HERE FOR ACCESS TO:

% ONLINE PARISH MASSES (+ CLOSED CAPTIONS) % PARISH BULLETINS

% HOME CELEBRATIONS FOR SUNDAYS # WAYS TO HELP OTHERS
# ONLINE EASTER CELEBRATIONS 8 PARISH FINANCE
# PRAYER RESOURCES 5 SUNDAY HOMILIES
¥ SUNDAY ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS AND PARENTS ¥ ONLINE PARISH GROU! PS

ID SO MUCH MORE TO HELP YOU DURING THE CURRENT TIME.

OUR PARISH ONLINE MASS ON YOUTUBE

CONTINUES TO BE AVAILABLE EACH WEEK
Even though the public celebration of Sunday Mass
has resumed we are also continuing to have our
online celebration of Mass because we know that
there are many who at this time cannot resume
coming to Mass either for reason of age or
underlying health condition.

To access our online parish Mass just go to the
homepage of our parish website
(www lindfieldkillara.org.au) and click on the
hotlink box entitled ‘Parish Life in the Current
Situation’ and scroll down to Resource 3 (‘Video of
Sunday Mass’) - or just paste this link into your
browser: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCEKBUTqg-JIrmjUo8-iuHdFQ

WEEKDAY MASS (it’s necessary to book):
Monday and Tuesday:  10:00am at Killara
Wednesday - Friday: 10:00am at Lindfield

Also: 12 noon Mass on Tuesdays at Killara with a
limit of 10 people for those who are aged over 70
or who have an underlying health condition.

OUR CHURCHES ARE OPEN FOR PRAYER
Killara Lindfield

Mon.: 11am - 4pm Closed
Tues.: Ipm ~ 4pm 9:30am -~ 4pm
Wed.:  Closed 11am -~ 4pm
Thur.:  10am - 4pm 11am -~ 4pm
Fri.: 9am -~ 4pm I1lam - 4pm
Saf.: 10am - 4pm Ipm - 5pm
Sun.: 12:30-4:30pm  12:30-4:30pm

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Killara
Lindfield

Saturdays
Saturdays

4:45—5:15pm
5:15—5:45pm



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEkBUTq-JIrmjUo8-iuHdFQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEkBUTq-JIrmjUo8-iuHdFQ
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A sower went ouft fo sow ... (Mft 13:3b)
THE ABUNDANCE OF GOD AS AN INVITATION TO GENEROSITY

The sun is extraordinarily generous, giving huge parts of
itself away every second.

Scientists tell us that every second, inside the sun, the
equivalent of 4 million elephants are being transformed
into light, an irretrievable, one-time gift. The sun is giving
itself away. If this generosity should halt, all energy would
eventually lose its source and everything would die and
become inert. We, and everything on our planet, live
because of the generosity of the sun.

In this generosity, the sun reflects the abundance of God, a
largesse that invites us to also be generous, to have big-
hearts, to risk more in giving ourselves away in self-
sacrifice, to witness to God's abundance.

But this isn't easy. Instinctually we move more naturally to
self~-preservation and security. By nature we fear and we
horde. Because of this, whether we are poor or not, we tend
to work out of a sense of scarcity, fearing always that we
don't have enough, that there isn't enough, and that we
need to be careful in what we give away, that we can't
afford to be too generous.

But God belies this, as does nature. God is prodigal,
abundant, generous, and wasteful beyond our small fears
and imaginations. Nature too is stunningly overwhelming
and prodigal. The scope of our universe, even just in so far
as we know it, is almost unimaginable. So too is the
abundance and prodigal character of God.

We see this, for instance, in the biblical parable of the
Sower: The Sower, God, whom Jesus describes, is not a
calculating person who sows his grain carefully and
discriminately only into worthy soil. This Sower scatters
seeds indiscriminately everywhere: on the road, in the
bushes, in the rocks, into barren soil, as well as into good
soil. He has, it seems, unlimited seeds and so he works from
a generous sense of abundance rather than from a guarded
sense of scarcity. We see that same abundance in the
parable of the vineyard owner, where the owner, God, gives
a full day's wage to everybody, whether they worked the
full day or not. God, we are told, has limitless wealth and is
not stingy in giving it out.

God is equally as prodigal and generous in forgiveness, as
we see, in the gospels. In the parable of the Father who
forgives the prodigal son we see a person who can forgive

abandoned him during his execution.

God, from everything we can see, is so rich in love and
mercy that he can afford to be wasteful, over-generous, non
~calculating, non-discriminating, incredibly risk-taking,
and big-hearted beyond our imaginations.

And that's the invitation: to have a sense of God's
abundance so as to risk always a bigger heart and
generosity beyond the instinctual fear that has us believe
that, because things seem scarce, we need to be more
calculating.

The Gospel of Luke has one of the strongest social justice
messages in all of scripture (every sixth line is a direct
challenge for justice for the poor) and yet, in Luke’s Gospel,
Jesus, while warning about the danger of wealth, does not
condemn the rich or riches. Rather he makes a distinction
between the generous rich and the miserly rich. The former
are good because they radiate and incarnate God's
abundance and generosity while the latter are bad because
they belie God's abundance, generosity, and huge heart.

Jesus assures us that the measure we measure out is the
measure that we ourselves will receive in return. In essence,
that says that the air we breathe out will be the air we re-
inhale. That isn't just true ecologically. It is a broad truth for
life in general. If we breathe out miserliness, we will re-
inhale miserliness; if we breathe out pettiness, we will
breathe in pettiness; if we breathe out bitterness, then
bitterness will be the air that surrounds us; and if we
breathe out a sense of scarcity that makes us calculate and
be fearful, then calculation and fearfulness will be the air
we re-inhale. But, if aware of God's abundance, we breathe
out generosity and forgiveness, we will breathe in the air of
generosity and forgiveness. We re-inhale what we exhale.

I have never met a truly generous man or woman who
didn't say that, always, he or she received more in return
than he or she gave out. And I have never met a truly big-~
hearted man or woman who lived out of a sense of scarcity.
To be generous and big-hearted we have to first trust in
God's abundance and generosity.

From that abundance we get a sun that is generous and a
universe that is too huge and prodigal to be imagined.
That's a challenge not just to the mind and the imagination,
but especially to the heart—for it to become huge and

out of a richness that dwarfs dignity and calculated cost to SCNCIOUS. ) ) )

self. And we see this same largesse in Jesus himself as he Fr Ron Rolheiser omi  (from the Centre for Lifurgy, The

forgives both those who executed him and those who University of St Louis)
FINAL COLLECTION RESULT FOR THE 2019— The joy of sharing ou faitb.......Week 2

2020 FINANCIAL YEAR

We ended the year $23,082 behind on the Second
Collection compared to the end of the last Financial Year
and $1,658 behind on the First Collection.

Please help us to begin this new Financial Year on a
strong footing:

. Boxes for contributions to the First & Second
Collections are in the centre of each of our
churches

. Tap machines are at the rear of Lindfield church
(and will soon be available at Killara church)

. The website (www.lindfieldkillara.org.au) has

details of how to contribute by direct debit or
credit card (click on the hotlink box about parish
contributions on the homepage). Or just contact
Alison: alison@lindfieldkillara.org.au

Our very large group of travellers on the RCIA journey
have had to wait a long time to become part of our
family of faith due to the lockdown which prevented
the public celebration of Easter, and indeed Mass in
general. We are delighted that over these July
weekends we will be celebrating the welcome of all our

catechumens and candidates at various Masses
celebrated in our two churches (public health
restrictions prevent wus having one combined

celebration unfortunately).

This weekend we celebrate the baptism, confirmation
and first sharing in the Eucharist of Kai-Xin Li and her
sons Xin Xin Tan and Loren Tan, and of Madeleine

Saville. .l.

A JOURNEY IN FAITH
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THE PRAYERS AND RESPONSES OF MASS

GLORIA:

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you, we bless you,

we adore you, we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,

have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen
THE PSALM  PS 64:10-14.

You care for the earth, give it water,
you fill it with riches.

Your river in heaven brims over
to provide its grain.

And thus you provide for the earth;
you drench its furrows,

you level it, soften it with showers,
you bless its growth.

You crown the year with your goodness.
Abundance flows in your steps,
in the pastures of the wilderness it flows.

The hills are girded with joy,

the meadows covered with flocks,
the valleys are decked with wheat.
They shout for joy, yes, they sing.

At Masses at which the Psalm is sung the response is:
The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful
harvest.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow at the following words in bold):

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried,

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand

of God the Father almighty;

from there he will come

to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluial The seed is the word of God, Christ is the
sower; all who come to him will live for ever. Alleluial
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GIFT

‘Let your Spirif come upon these gifts
so that they may become for us
the body and blood of Christ.”

In every Eucharist Prayer we call upon the Holy Spirit to be the great ‘doer of what we do’:
the Fucharist isn’t simply something wedo: it’s giff, the gift of God, the action of God.

We can so easily turn Mass into something that suits us:
it must be on at the time we like to go to it,
it must be celebrated in the style we like it to be celebrated in,
it needs to go for the length of time we like it to go for.

And that’s all about us. All about me.
But those words of every Eucharistic Prayer remind us
that the Eucharist is gif#: the gift of the action of the Holy Spirit,
transforming our gifts of bread and wine into the body and blood of Jesus,
transforming us into the Body of Christ..

Do we treat the Eucharist as something to suit us, or as gift:
the gift, and the challenge, of the Holy Spirit.

Fr Colin
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What's happening in our online parishQ
JULY
Sunday 12th On demand Parish Mass online
Wednesday 15th  8:00am Meditation Group
11:00am Daytime Scripture Study Group
7:30pm Catholicism
Sunday 19th On demand Parish Mass online
Wednesday 22nd 8:00am Meditation Group
7:30pm Evening Scripture Study Group
Sunday 26th On demand Parish Mass online
Wednesday 29th  8:00am Meditation Group
10am Parish Book Club

FR RICHARD ROHR OFM’S REFLECTION...

WISDOM IN TIMES OF CRISIS:;
SUSTAINED IN GOD'S LOVE

In the Iight of efernity, we’re here
for a very shorft time, really. We're
here for one thing, ultimately: fo
learn how fo love, because God is
love. Love is our origin, love is our
ground, and love is our destiny. —
James Finley

CAC faculty member James Finley
offers a contemplative practice fo
help us experience the love of God
even in the midst of chaos. Living
out of that love transtorms both
ourselves and the world.

What is the practice that matters
now? A practice is any act
habitually entered into with our
whole heart that takes us to the
deeper place. Some of these
practices, we might not think of as
prayer and meditation: tending the
roses, a long, slow walk to no
place in particular, a quiet
moment at day's end, being
vulnerable in the presence of that
person in whose presence we're
taken to the deeper place, the
pause between two lines of a
poem. There are these acts that
reground us in the depth

so, we are breathing [along with
God], "I love you. I love you. I love
you. I love you." From the
reciprocity of love, destiny is
fulfilled, and the foundations of
suffering are healed.

As we sit this way, suffering arises.
The suffering then might be our
anxiety and concerns today, for
ourselves, for our loved ones, for
the world. As we sit in the midst of
the arising of the anxiety, when
we inhale, we inhale this love of
God loving us through and
through, anxiety and all, finding
no hindrance in our anxiety,
loving us so wunexplainably
forever. Then when we exhale, we
exhale ourselves in love, anxiety
and all, to the love that loves us.
This requires gentle perseverance,
because anxiety arises again. It
doesn't automatically go away. We
sit with it, we lean into it again,
and we hold fast to this love that
sustains us in the midst of things.
It is in this way, little by little, that
we come to wunderstand the
insubstantiality of everything but
love. Love and love alone has the
authority to name who we are.

This practice, then, experientially
grounds us in this love wisdom.
This love wisdom—<grounded in
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ord, in JJesus your Son, you restored to us
the gift of everlasting [ife. (srant that [ife to:

Recently deceased: Vincent Pelosi, Noeleen

Smith (sister of Bishop David Walker), Sister
Sophie McGrath rsm, Michael O’Rourke, Roger
McGrath, Anne Moss, Annabel Kelleher, Chris
Pulle, Marj Steffel, John Yun, Jack Biviano,
Joyce Antelman. Anniversary: Raymond Jones,
Edgar and Berta Montano. And for: Marion

dimensions of our life that matter
most; so if we're faithful to our
practice, our practice will be
faithful tous. . ..

In this contemplative practice, sit

practice—empowers us to go out
and share this with other people in
the circumstances in which we
find ourselves.

and renew your awareness that
you're sitting in the presence of
God all about you and within you.
As you inhale, inhale God's silent "/
love you,” in which God is being
poured out and utterly given away
to you as the miracle of your very
life. Then when you exhale, exhale
yourself in love: “I love you.” And

From James Finley, “Practice That Grounds
Us in the Sustaining Love of God,”
Wisdom in Times of Crisis (Center for
Action and Contemplation: 2020), faculty
presentation (April 26, 2020), YouTube
video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=~A16N4hKou0.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:
Nicholas Sutherland, Jesse Langford,
Anthony Ellison, Ron Burke, Nena Umali,
Wolfgang Liers, Cyril Ferriere, Alex Noble,
William Wise, Lise Therese Ferriere, Ian
Coffey, Maureen Hobbs, Russell Adams.

And for all those affected by COVID-~19.
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Welcome to-the family !

After the long wait due to the cancellation of public celebrations of the liturgy at
Easter our catechumens and candidates are at last being welcomed into the life of our
Church. Last weekend we celebrated the baptism of Rita Chen, and the reception
into the Church of the entire Hearne family - Andrew and Linda and their children
Caleb, Olivia and Isabella.

Below: The 55 children and their families who have been preparing for their
First Holy Communion gathered online for a Mass celebrated by Fr Colin in
which he explained the various parts of the Eucharistic celebration. This is
the third and final of three photos which capture the whole group.

Please keep the children and their families in your prayers as they await their
First Holy Communion. The still have a little while to wait as we catchup on
all our missed sacramental celebrations. They first have to each celebrate
their First Reconciliation (which was also postponed due to the lockdown.
And we also have to have separate celebrations to welcome all our RCIA
candidates who have been patiently waiting since Easter to be welcomed in
the Church.
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